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evidence, and deny the capacity of native accountants,
though Hindoos and Parsees are masters of trade
statistics and finance; they refuse also to admit that
any of their own countrymen who approach these
questions without a tinge of prejudice, such as they
themselves naturally must have in favour of their
own administration, can possibly form even the
slightest conception of the truth; they actually
denounce the ablest men in the official hierarchy,
men directly engaged in the work of administration,
such as Messrs. Geddes, Carpenter, Cunningham,
Irwin, Sullivan, Connell, Harrnan, Buck, Robertson,
Cotton, who, seeing the increasing misery around
them, have had the courage and the self-sacrifice to
risk all their professional prospects by telling the
truth about the effects of our rule.

None the less, and in spite of public apathy or
official prejudice, that truth must make way. Al-
though the last number of the official blue-book, on
" The Moral and Material Progress of India,'1 has the
assurance to state, in contradiction to every ascer-
tained fact, that " a higher standard of comfort is
gradually being recognised among the agricultural
classes/' no one for a moment believes any such thing.
The gross unscrupulousness of official apologists
in such matters I have already exposed in Chapter II.

I am not often able to agree with Mr. Robert
Giffen, the head of the Statistical Department of the
Board of Trade, who may indeed be considered a
professional optimist in every sense, so when he says
" that there is very little new and fertile soil to ap-
propriate ; there is no sign that land is being rapidly
taken into cultivation," when he adds that there are